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S 015
Set Piece,  Corner - Sardines 

 XE  "the hidden corner position" 

 XE  "SET PIECE: G 146   Set Piece,  Corner - Sardines (Plus .i.the hidden corner position" )

Requirements: Players concentrating on the set move and using a variation for a corner kick.

General Scenario:  All players stay out of the area, three or more stand very close together (like sardines) on one edge of the area therefore marking them (the attackers) very difficult to mark. 

On the kick, all Attacking player (sardines players) break into the area causing defenders to move to cover runners. 

This set piece works quite well when you want to encourage players to move about to make it harder for defenders in the goal mouth to defend on you. 

Getting attackers to squeeze up close together confuses an unwitting defence and the sudden break out of all attackers together causes some panic (who marks whom?).

It is important that the kick coming in, is deep because that is where we start from, a kick directly bisecting the corner flag and the penalty spot would be ideal.

I often encourage one player to go far post, one for the penalty spot and one near post, I also hide another player in a blind spot.

Note: You can move the "sardines" to any location and I have seen teams employ the sardines set up with player directly in front of the keeper. This is not popular with some coaches but you might want to try it if playing against a giant keeper.
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I prefer all kicks to shape outswing 5o the red kick is taken with the right footed player and
the blue kick with a left footed player. My target line is the far edge of the penalty area
crossing the penalty spot, or wider; this should be far enough out of reach of the goalie.

I always place a player at the near post, a player on the goalie and a midfiled player to

Other attackers should stay away from goal and come in starting with the nearest to the
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This is my standard corner set up players on edge of penalty area one player inside
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The Corner Kick Blind Spot;
Note: On corner kicks there is a position often not marked or picked up by defenders on corners  that you can use as a Corner Blind Spot  TC  "Corner Blind Spot " \l 1 
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The position on the
six yard line next to the
goal is a blind spot for defenders

Flace an attacker here and see if they
are marked. Inmost cases the player will
not be rarked and can run around to the
far post and attack goal unhindered.

The defender on the post iz

cloze enough to rake

other defenders think

the attacker iz marked,

when in fact the defender will Fremain

on the post and will not mowve when the attacker does.




Use a speedy attacker to take up the position shown (if the player is being marked get your attacker to move further away from goal and the corner kick along the goal line, the defender will not go very far away from goal and you will be left with a free player). 

When the corner comes in, this player breaks free to any position to attack.  (often to move away from goal into a far post position, however if you are sensibly employing a far post runner on corners a player usually your fullback, that quietly tracks into the far post position) then get the "hidden" player to break across goal as the kick is just being taken and sprint from the hidden  position in front of the keeper to a near post position. I've seen this cause immense consternation to defenders wondering where in heaven did that player come from.
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